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By Daniel Ray Norris

In Memory of 

Chicken Hicks & Betty Medlin 

They loved this island.

This book attempts to make a record of 

our history and culture in a manner that is 

entertaining and relavent to our lives today. It is 

not an academic work. It is a joyously presented 

collection of material from people who live here, 

have lived here and only just visited. I want to 

thank everyone who contributed personal images 

and memoribilia. Our heritage can live on in the 

stories and photographs that are preserved 

in these volumes. I will continue to produce 

this and future works as an enduring record so 

that generations to come will understand and 

appreciate the past that I am so proud of.

Daniel Ray Norris
Carolina Beach, NC • July 12, 2007

A beautiful day under an umbrella at
the Boardwalk - Carolina Beach 
July 1945.
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Spectacular view from the top of the Ferris 
Wheel at the Carolina Beach Boardwalk 
July 1945.
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In the early part of the 1900s, 

making your way down was a half day chore 

that began at a pier in Wilmington, where Market 

Street dead ends into the Cape Fear River. You had 

to board the steamship Wilmington and ride for two Carolina Beach, Kure Beach and Fort 

Fisher, collectively branded Pleasure 

Island in the 1970s, and 

Seabreeze, all sort of fall into 

the tail-end of New Hanover 

County. Geography often has an 

enduring impact on the shaping 

of a community. The Cape Fear River 

widens to further isolate us from the rest of 

the mainland. The Atlantic Ocean completes 

the border to the east and a 30 minute ferry 

ride joins us to our neighbors in Brunswick 

County to the south. In the 1930s, Snow’s Cut 

was dug and in the 1960s, an old swing bridge 

gave way to a modern high-rise. It seems our 

destiny would be highly dependent on our 

location and by the people who have made 

Pleasure Island their home.

  

Carolina Beach
A group of Germans from Wilmington start-

ed the Hanover Seaside Club in the late 1890s. 

Their facilities at Carolina Beach included some 

of the first permanent structures on the Island that 

were intended solely for recreation.

hours down to the pier in the river near what is now 

our state park. Then you boarded a train and made 

your way to the center of town. Quite a trip. But 

these early travelers and vacationers were treated 

with access to beautiful beaches, amusements of 

all kinds including a bowling alley built by H.A. Kure. 

His establishments included a trap shooting facility, 

a bar and bath house. Our relative distance from 

Wilmington encouraged 

many patrons and pro-

prietors to risk the illegal 

sale and consumption of 

liquor during prohibition. 

There was even a wire-

less telegraph tower for 

the reception of warnings 

from friends up in Wilmington who were on the 

look out for a potential crack down by the law.

 
Kure Beach
Fort Fisher Sea Beach, became known as Kure’s 

Beach and later Kure Beach and was incorporated 

in 1947. Of course the Kure family has had a lasting 

impact on the town. Hans Kure came over from 

Denmark to work in America, and during his 

travels, he shipwrecked along our coast. He was 

so enamored with the area, he decided to make it 

his home. And the rest is Kure Beach history...

Fort Fisher
The fierce battle at “The last stronghold of the 

Confederacy” and taking Fort Fisher was part of a 

strategic move by Federal forces to cut off supplies 

to the Confederacy. Blockading this route for sup-

plies and weapons eventu-

ally led to the downfall of 

the Confederate States of 

America. Our lifeline had 

been cut. It was only a 

matter of time before the 

rebel cause was doomed. 

But there is more to Fort 

Fisher than mini-balls and metal detecting.

 
Seabreeze
After the war, Seabreeze became home for dozens 

of freed slaves. Known as “free-men”, they estab-

lished a community across the waterway that be-

came known for its clam fritters, oyster roasts and 

juke joints. For almost 150 years Seabreeze had ex-

isted as a resort destination, an amusement park 

and a residential community for generations of 

Friends & Neighbors...

The BIG catch - 1946 

Five year old Cliff Blue Jr. of Fayetteville has his 

catch recorded and weighed by Carl Winner.

black families. Today, there is little left of the old 

days but a few empty buildings that once housed 

clubs where beach music wailed out of antique pic-

colos. But folks still fish off the pier and the smell of 

clam fritters sometimes does still waft in the wind.  

Pleasure Island history is rich and 

deep. We are lucky to be able to 

recall such a dynamic and vibrant 

past. The people who brought 

their families here and made 

their livings here are our richest 

resource. They made commu-

nities grow where there was 

once very little. As the margins 

of these communities expand 

into one another, some of the 

isolation we once possessed 

has disappeared. But such is 

life. Our new neighbors and 

friends have added so much 

to the culture of the island - a 

culture that is evolving but will 

always be rooted in a rich and 

colorful history.



The Ferris Wheel and the carousel were 

centerpieces for the “rides” at the south end 

of the Boardwalk. Nelson L. Ferris took over 

the park in 1954 from Adolph Kaus and re-

billed the park - Seashore Amusement 

Park. Mr. Kaus sold the park and a few of 

his rides to Ferris when he decided to 

get out of the business. Hurricane Hazel 

was particularly tough on the park and 

afterwards Kaus decided to pass the 

torch on to someone else, Carl Ferris and 

his family. 

Carl Ferris’ family came from a long 

line of carnival and amusement park 

ride operators. Starting out in North 

Tonawanda, New York in 1899, his family’s 

first carousel was mule powered. They 

would put a carrot at the end of a stick 

and let the animal go after it all day. At the 

end of the day when his duty was over - he 

got to eat it.  The driving force eventually 

evolved to steam, gas and later to electricity 

but the original spirit never diminished for 

Ferris. The authentic 1910 Herschell-Spillman 

carousel that he assembled and disassembled 

for carnivals throughout the first half of the 

twentieth century made many a child happy 

and many a revolution since it became a 

mainstay of the Ferris enterprise in 1912.

Carl’s daddy, “Ote” Ferris, would seasonally 

run his rides up and down the East Coast, 

eventually settling in North Carolina for the 

winter. This was the life of a carnival man. His 

family grew up working the rides and learning 

the trade. Carl’s son, Nelson, learned to run all 

the rides and repair them as well. He would 

become the last Ferris to make the rides his 

occupation and to bring them to Carolina 

Beach.

Eventually, the whole collection of rides 

made their final destination Carolina Beach. 

Ferris brought his family heirloom rides and 

contraptions to what was billed as Sea Shore 

Park. The park operators wore patches on 

(left) The primary rides at Sea Shore 

Amusement Park in the early 1960s with 

Joyce C. Ferris in the ticket booth 

and Nelson L. Ferris running the 

Ferris Wheel. 

“One goes with the 
other like the bride to 
the groom.” 
Nelson L. Ferris

Seashore Amusement Park
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Gulfstream Restaurant 
Spiro and Jo Anne have made many people on 

Pleasure Island fat - or at least happy. The small 

brick building that houses their family restaurant 

has stood in that capacity for over 50 years. The 

Gulfstream Restaurant has been an integral part of 

island life and their livelihood since 1978. 

Spiro left Greece and came to America with $80 

in his pocket in 1970. He and Jo Anne met in 1974,  

got married 6 months later and then Spiro went to 

work in her family’s diner while Jo Anne worked as a 

beautician. Eventually, with their son Thomas on the 

way, and with encouragement from Jimbo Patsalos, 

Jo Anne’s relative, the couple moved down south to 

New Hanover County.

Serving up local fare to hungry customers became 

a tradition they have kept in the family. Jo Anne and 

Spiro’s two sons, Thomas and Dino, grew up cleaning 

off tables, cashing out customers and cooking. While 

wait staff come and go in many establishments, at 

The Gulfstream Restaurant they usually know what 

you consider “the usual” and they serve it up with an 

honest-to-goodness smile that makes you feel right 

at home. Some having worked there for over 20 

years, many of the employees treat you like family. 

All the food that comes out of Jo 

Anne’s kitchen has a wholesome 

quality that cannot be duplicated in 

chain restaurants. Get there a little 

early on Saturdays and Sundays 

because the place fills up fast. 

They serve breakfast all the time 

and just maybe the best eggs and 

bacon around. Jo Anne ensures that 

everything gets cooked and served to 

her standards - Spiro likes it like that 

too and Jo Anne wouldn’t have it any 

other way.
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1920s 1940s 1950s 1970s1960s

early 1980s 1980s 1987 1999 2007

Carolina Beach Police Department
The capabilities and number of men and women that serve on our po-

lice force has expanded with our growing town. Not long ago, a fully 

staffed shift consisted of only two officers. Things are quite different to-

day. Uniforms, hats, cruisers, badges and patches all reflect the passing 

years. Since the incorporation of Carolina Beach in 1925, there has been 

a department for keeping the peace and serving the public. It began 

as mainly a seasonal force with cool, grey winters punctuated by many 

extra officers on hire for the bright, bustling summers. Before good ra-

dios, officers would make their rounds and “clock in” at various stations 

along the central business district. With today’s year-round populace 

and all the modern trappings of a “not so small” town, the police force 

has evolved into a much more complex and capable department that 

serves the ever growing needs of Carolina Beach.

Carolina Beach Police - 1976 
(Left) First row: Jan Banker, Maxine Perelta, Terri Calhoun, 
Susie Klutz, Landis Turner 
Top row: Jim Grisdale, Morris Powell, Vic Holt, Kenny Eggart, 
Tom Connolly, Rusty Lewis, John Hearn, 
Billy Eason, Rick Wilson, Buck Jarman. 
(Above top) Tom Connolly (middle) and fellow officers pass the 
time out in front of Joy Lee Apartments. 
(Above) Chief Rusty Lewis inspecting the “fleet” of 1977 Chrysler 
Aspen patrol cars.

Photos and patches courtesy of Tom Connolly
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A pendant from the 52nd Annual  
N.C. State Fireman’s Association. 

Held at Carolina Beach on 
August 7-10, 1939.

Courtesy of: 
Ruby Klutz Beavers.

The Fire Departments 
In 1937, 35 local men saw the need for better local fire 
protection at Carolina Beach. Their equipment included 
one hose reel and two lengths of fire hose, the bare mini-
mum to fight a fire. A few months later, they were the 
recipients of a hearse car. They converted this into a 
fire truck. In addition, an unremembered town in up-
state North Carolina, gave them an older model fire 
truck. And in 1939, a tragic fire ravaged almost 
all of the central business district. Just about 
every building from Harper Avenue to the 
Fisherman’s Pier, including the recently 
constructed Hotel Bame, was destroyed. 
With the aid of Wilmington’s 
Fire Department, the 
Carolina Beach fire fight-
ers fought the blaze all 
night, and saved the re-
maining buildings. It set 
the stage for better fire 
protection and insured 
that today’s modern Fire 
Departments in both 
Carolina Beach and Kure 
Beach (including Federal 
Point) are well equipped 
and properly trained.

A case of “Water Grenades” kept 
by citizens for fire extinguishing. 

From the 1940s.

An original fire hose nozzle used for 
over five decades by the fire fighters at 
Carolina Beach.  
Made of solid brass and VERY heavy.

Old timey water “sprinkler”.

Hat and light plaque courtesy of 

Bowman’s Seafood Restaurant
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The Beginnings of Kure’s Beach
In 1870, Mr. Hans A. Kure, travelling along the Carolina 

Coast, had the misfortune to become shipwrecked 

off the coast. Kure, a native of Barnholm, Denmark, 

was impressed with the area to such a degree that 

he returned, in 1879, with his family in tow. He and 

his wife, Ellen, started a ship chandlering service as 

well as a stevedoring business in Wilmington. And 

as his business grew, he began to dabble in real es-

tate investing. His first foray was a bowling alley and 

bar at Carolina Beach. In 1913, he sold off some of 

his properties there to purchase a large tract of land 

that began at Hanby Beach and stretched all the 

way down to the gates of Fort Fisher.

With The Fort Fisher Land and Development Co. 

and the New Hanover Transit Company making 

plans to develop land on the southern end of the 

county, Hans Kure saw an opportunity to invest in 

this soon to be booming area. He eventually bought 

a large swath of land that included ocean frontage 

and lands along the Cape Fear River. He built a pier 

on the river to accommodate two small steamships 

that made daily trips to Wilmington. He and his son 

also constructed a small gauge railroad from the 

dock in the river to the property on the beach. It 

became the Fort Fisher Railroad Co. and with this, 

he and his son hauled much of the material, on 

five flat cars, that would be used to build their new 

development.

Kure Land and Development Company was orga-

nized in 1913. Fort Fisher Sea Beach was also creat-

ed as a subsidiary.  In 1914, the year after Hans Kure 

was elected president, he died at the age of 64. He 

was survived by his wife, four sons, William L., Hans 

A., Jr., Lawrence C., and Andrew E., and one daugh-

ter, Elene.  His two sons, L. C. and H. A., Jr. continued 

growing the business that their father started.

Eventually, a large and beautifully designed bath-

house and miscellaneous basic services were avail-

able to current and would be residents. By 1915, a 

water tower and waterworks were also installed. In 

this early development stage, no hard surface roads 

were present. But by Christmas, 1915, the main high-

way from Carolina Beach was completed all the way 

down to and through what was being called Fort 

Fisher Sea Beach.

By July 1916, around 200 people made Fort Fisher 

Sea Beach their home. Some of the residents in-

cluded the owner of the first privately owned and 

constructed home, F.A. Bond of Lumberton. Other 

full and part time residents included the Messrs, 

Matthews, Meier, Lewis and of course the Kure fam-

ily. They shared that end of the county with numer-

ous visitors during the summer months.

Ellen Mueller Kure - 1890

L.C. Kure and wife, 1959 (above) 
Punky Kure - 1974 (above right) 

First pier built in 1923 (right) 

 
L.C. Kure went on to found the town of Kure Beach. He 
became mayor in 1947. The name of the community 
changed from Fort Fisher Sea Beach to Kure’s Beach 
and finally to Kure Beach.  
 
L.C.’s son, Punky, is widely known to have located and 
recovered a myriad of Civil War artifacts while SCUBA 
diving among the local wrecks.  
 
The Kure Beach Fishing Pier is currently owned by 
Mike Robertson, one of L.C.’s grandsons. This is a rare 
photograph of its construction in 1923.

Photos courtesy of Punky Kure, E.A. Shands & J.L. Watters
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Special thanks to the following

Sources
Federal Point Historic Preservation Society 

United States Library of Congress 

The Island Gazette 

Cape Fear Museum 

Phil Payette - HR Forts 

North Carolina Department of Cultural Resources 

iStockPhoto 

Star News 

New Hanover Co Public Library - North Carolina Room 

 Bill Reaves Collection

Miscellaneous 
Folks on page 60 are: Nelson Ferris (big & little), Susie & Andy Forbis 

with Greg Forbis, Bubba & Jamie Atkinson (animal), Geraldine & W.G. 

Ludwig (old), Jerry & Janice Ludwig (not so old), Meredith & Martha 

Smith, Jeddy Smith (nose), Joseph & Sarah Funderburg.

Colophon
This book was assembled using Adobe InDesign®. 

Art was produced and/or edited using Adobe 

Photoshop® and Adobe Illustrator®. The Gotham 

type family is used throughout this book. Apple 

Macintosh® computers were used for all production 

tasks. Specifically, PowerMac™ G5 and MacBook Pro™ 

were the primary production computers. Canon® 

SLRs, Canon® flatbed scanners, Nikon® slide scanner 

and other input devices were used for acquiring 

images. Epson®  and Xerox® printers were used to 

proof the reader spreads.

About the Author  
Daniel Ray NorrisWhat a ride!

The older I get, the more sentimental I think I am 
becoming. Things like seeing the Ocean Plaza 
demolished and the Hotel Astor burn were difficult. 
I know we have to move forward but it is still very 
disappointing to see those landmarks destroyed. I 
feel like I’ve lost a friend. 

Speaking of friends and neighbors. Slowly but surely 
we are losing another one of our precious resources 
- people. Folks that lived during the times we find so 
intriguing are leaving us all the time. Do yourself a 
favor and visit someone who lived way back when 
and ask them about the good ol’ days. They usually 
like talking about it and you’ll get a thrill out of 
hearing it retold by an actual participant. They won’t 
be around forever.

Of course, if you have cool images or other content 
to submit - please contact me. I have no idea when 
I will have to stop doing this. If y’all keep gettin’ it 
to me, I’ll keep publishing it. Volume 3 is a definite 
possibility.... Shoot... let’s just say it’s a sure thing. 
Maybe. Arrrrhhhh!
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Danny & Patricia Norris 
Chiaki Ito 
Charley Marschke (Comma King) 
Linda Garland 
Melissa & Wes Warren 
Clay Abney 
Dennis & Wanda Barbour 
Punky Kure 
Leslie & Darlene Bright 
Bobby & Maxine Nivens 
Employees of Britt’s Donuts 
Roger McKee 
Laura Ferguson 
Capt. Skippy Winner 
Elaine & Skip Henson 
Doris Bame 
Bud & Toshiko Nelms 
Beverly Tetterton 
Joseph Sheppard 
John Domoney 
Jim Norwood 
Yuzo & Mitzi Ito 
Jerry Burkhart 
Capt. John Batson 
Capt. Rick Wilson 
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Southeastern North Carolina blood runs through my veins. Aside from being a great great 
great great great grandson of Edward Teach and having an insatiable desire to fire a cannon 
upon unsuspecting boaters, my life has been idyllic. My existence started when Edward 
Teach (Blackbeard) would terrorize our coast with his beard ablaze and his 
cannons loaded....  I have been fortunate in being able to call both Teachey, 
NC (the country) and Carolina Beach (the beach) my home.  As I have done 
all my life, I hang out a lot at the Boardwalk during the summer and enjoy 
life here so much, I rarely feel the need to go on vacation. I am a very 
frequent patron at Britt’s Donut Shop.

I was born in Wilmington, NC in 1968 . My education began at Harrells 
Christian Academy in Sampson County. Eventually, I earned a BS in Marine 
Biology from UNCW and an MS in Biology/Ecology from the University 
of Guam. My tenure as a student was prolonged by pursuing additional 
graduate work at NCSU before I decided that I had enough formal 
education. I have been an avid photographer since I was ten years old. I started out in 1978 
with a brand new black Nikon F2 AS Photomic and have recently graduated to pro-grade 
Canon products. I’m also a fan of and a collector of Apple products - everything from the 
original 128K Mac to the Newton.

I was the Commercial Production Manager & Webmaster  for WECT TV-6 for seven years and I 
currently teach biology at Cape Fear Community College. I am a freelance photographer and 
graphic designer. To facilitate the production of my first book, Carolina Beach, NC • 
Images and Icons of a Bygone Era, Volume One, I created  SlapDash Publishing LLC.

Jerry Burkhart at Sadie’s Place - Seabreeze.  
This is not the author. Photo courtesy of Marsha Taylor.  

Let’s just say... I owed “somebody” a favor. Thank you for helping.

The Phelps Family 
Gerald Huffman 
Peggy & Joe McQueen 
Marsha & Cameron Taylor 
Southern Signs 
Cameron Art Museum 
Skipper Funderburg 
Leo Daniels 
Allan Hill 
Lank & Genie Lancaster 
Peter Fritzler 
Tom Connolly 
Dwight Peay 
Kim Cumber 
Robbie Johnson 
John A. Mitchell 
Lane Holt 
Albert Jewell 
Meredith Smith 
Jane Daughtridge 
Jay Ladd V 
Gail Schley 
The Blackhorn 
E.A. Shands 

and many more.... 
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SlapDash Publishing is a publishing and 
design company located in beautiful  
Carolina Beach, North Carolina.  
 
Our focus is to preserve, promote 
and popularize our local history and 
culture in a graphically pleasing way 
that is both enduring and tastefully 
executed. 

In the Fall of 2006, SlapDash published its 
first book, the very popular: Carolina Beach, 
NC • Images & Icons of a Bygone Era, 
Volume 1. Riding off the success of that book, 
we have more projects underway and are 
always receptive to new authors, designers 
and artists.

We believe we have a unique capacity 
to present imagery and information 
in a tangible and effective way. Our 
services include local book publishing, 
photography and graphic design. We 
take pride in developing a mutually 
beneficial partnership with our clients. 
 
Please visit our website for a list of 
distributors and to view some of our 
more recent work.
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